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although desirable, was secondary. In the tideless inland sea am-
phibious operations are best timed by the moon. The favorable mo-
ment for a landing is after a moonless night, during which hostile
air reconnaissance must work in full darkness. When such an occa-
sion has been lost, a month must go by before equally favorable
conditions return. In the present case a month was allowed to pass
before attacking little Pantelleria, eastward from northern Tu-
nisia, although a successful campaign in Sicily must have brought
down this smaller island.

The taking of Pantelleria has a certain technical interest because
it was trumpeted by English and American airmen as the first cap-
ture of territory by pure air power. The dimensions of the place are
only ten by three and one-half miles, and as in so much of the
Mediterranean area a chief difficulty is an insufficient supply of
fresh water. After eighteen days of persistent air bombardment, sup-
plemented toward die end by naval bombardment of the little,
rocky islet, the first landing parties to go ashore in the early hours of
June 12, 1943, received the surrender of the garrison, variously
stated as from 8,000 to 18,000 strong. While that garrison was suffer-
ing from thirst, later experience of Japanese resistance on small
Pacific islands indicates that what was most lacking, as in other in-
stances of Italian surrenders, was the will to fight. Another month
then passed without further ground operations.

On July 6, '43, before the next Mediterranean landing, at long last
the Russian front became active as the Germans attacked both
flanks and the center of the Soviet's Kursk salient with thirty divi-
sions, half of them armored. The attack was made with massed
tanks, many of them of a new model, but its gains were smalL
After a little more than a week it was broken off, and the Red
Army, also well supplied with tanks, went over to the counter-
attack.

In comparison with the 500 miles of front in Russia assaulted in
*42 and the 1,500-mile front reached in '41, this last German effort
was a small affair, covering a curved frontage of less than 200
miles. In fact, its small scale seemed to show that it had no far-
reaching objectives, but was undertaken merely to disarrange Soviet
offensive plans.